
“For nearly half a century 
have I anxiously and criti-
cally studied that invalua-
ble treasure [the Bible]; 
and I still scarcely ever 

take it up that I do not find 
something new – that I do 
not receive some valuable 

addition to my stock of 
knowledge or perceive 

some instructive fact never 
observed before. In short, 
were you to ask me to rec-
ommend the most valuable 
book in the world, I should 
fix on the Bible as the most 
instructive both to the wise 
and ignorant. Were you to 
ask me for one affording 

the most rational and 
pleasing entertainment to 

the inquiring mind, I should 
repeat, it is the Bible; and 
should you renew the in-

quiry for the best philoso-
phy or the most interesting 
history, I should still urge 

you to look into your Bible. 
I would make it, in short, 
the Alpha and Omega of 

knowledge” 
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